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Al 1300 h in slnny wealher on 13 Aprl 2002,
we foond o poir o{ gode. sklnk copllotins in
olr suburbon bockyord lHunrers' Hil , 33q49 s
l5l'08'E)ii Sydiey. The two onimols were slo-
tionarywhen seen, on the ground in o proteci
ed nook ol lhe bose ol a slone woll. The mo e
wos slghly lorser lhon the femo e/ and was
bitins her obove the rishl forelimb, wllh his body
cured oround obove her to her left. Unosudll,
they olowed us lo opprooch close enoush to
ftsiy coplure bolh onimds and confrm their
eres by mtr@ eveElon of hemip€nes. Enen-
sive experien.e shows thol lhis melhod provides
o relioble indi.olion ol the sex ol smdl scin.id
tods (e.s.,shiie & Elphick, 2001).

Remorkobi, we arc undwore of ony prevrous
pub ished repods ofcopllotion by lompropho-
lis delicolo. The ony detoiled doto on repro
dlction in Sydney L. delicoto come from Jo$
dnd Mlnord (1985), who,epoded rhotfeho es
produce a singe clutch ol eggs eoch yeor ln
November December These olthors onributed
rhe disoppeorance of sperm {rom rhe seminif
erols lubules ol ddut males ln sprlng ond
ogoin in ollumn os dle io moling o1 there
J imes,  b l t  observed mol .g  ony  ln  lo te
slnmel Our obseNotion conoboroles fien
prediclio. of outlnn nori.g in thls species,
ond confnms the probobe role ol spem
storoge through wi.ter Alllmn molins wilh
sperm slorage oveNinler ls widespreod in
skiik {rom sourhem Austro io (Greer, 1989},
includ ng popu otions of Lodpbpfiots suichenoti
lrom lhe Brindabe d Rdnse neor co.beiio
(Pe.si e, I 972) ond the Armida e region (Sim-
botwe, 1985). Preslmobl, Sydiey i. delicoto
oso moJe in sprlng, dnd may mote in slmmer
os we n cncuosronces (qreos ond yeore) when
lemolesorcablelo prodlce morelhon o si.gle
c ulch wilhin the some oclive seoson (Forsmon
& shrne, r9961.

The mosl inleresling ospecl of lhls obseNallon
is lhol itoppeotslo be lhe {iEt published record
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ofmaJlng in thefield foro specieslhol is obu.
dont in mosl suburbon gordens througholl
Syd.ey. P,esumobly, hundreds of peope see
these lizords moling every yeor bul do nol
resord the observolion os worlhy of reporting.
As o res!|], bosic pdromelere ofthe bioosy of
even lhe mosl ob!ndo.] lizods ii Austrolio
r€moln virtuo y unknown. We exorl omoteur
helpelo ogisls lo recod such infomolion, and
1o publsh itso thot il is ovoiloble to others.
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