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S!burban gordens coitoin o divese dftoy of
.on Alstrolion plofl tpecies, some of which
moy pose potentid do.ger to nolive fauno
We encountered slch a cose ar 6 Moy 2002,
when or odut sarden tkiik (Lompropholis
./e,cotol wos found in the sfouids oflhe Uni
vereily 01 sydre, w th h heod f fd y wedged
iside rhe drred seed-.op ot of or.omenro
plonr "Lassiondro (ribouchno Asro.vt el.
Th s pont produ.es briSht purp e fowere dnd
c rldespreod ii Sydfey sordens. The |tod
(adu l l  femo e ,40  5  mm s .ou l  ven t  ength ,  76
mm fotol ensth, mass 0 89 gl hod its enlire
hedd weclged lnto the ho.d, d/y seed-cap
( r  9  mm ons ,  8 .7  mm wtde) .  The seed_cop
wos s  igh ly  fonened,  perhops  os  o  res !  |  o l
beins stepped on by ! stldent Wholever the

proces/ the resull wos lhoilhe.opt i.words-
pro ied ins  fonse become t i sh ly  wedsed
aro lnd  the  l i zard l  .ec l  (F ig .  r ) .  we hod ro
cltthe cop to re eose lhe llzord, dnd il seens
kelythotlhe anino wou d have Jaced o .

gering deoth witholr lhls nteryentiof. We
hove seen similor prob ems with snckes and
lizards.o!ghl bythe head ln wire lerces, d s-
carded beer ond soft,.lrirk .ons, or p ostic
packosing mdlerio s However, lhis G the {nst
the  we have see.  o  zord  t ropped by  !
pon l .  t  emphasGes rhe  s !b1e ond d iver5e
woys i. which human nleference and espe
.iol, introdlction of eiolc specles, can pos€
dongers lo native anima s.

Fisure l. Adult goideh skink (Lorrpropholrs dericoro) rropped by rhe
dried seed-rop of on ornomentol plont.

H€rperolduho 32 (2) 2oo2


